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1 - Introduction

Learning to safely use appropriate tools is an important part of a child’s development. They

enable a child to use instruments for both practical use and as a part of play. Tools help

children learn how to shape woodland crafts, and when used safely, help children to develop

fine motor skills and dexterity. At HARE, only Level 3 Qualified Forest School Leaders will

teach children to use tools and will be responsible for the care and safety of all individuals

when using tools, including implementing the safe tool use policy and procedure found in

the HARE Forest School Handbook. The Forest School leader or manager will ensure that a

risk - benefit assessment has been completed for the specific activity.

All tools have their own clear code of conduct for correct use which will include

consideration of specific personal protective equipment, correct use of a specific body

posture, and consideration of the appropriate types of activity that each tool may be used

for. Specific detail can be found in the HARE Forest School Handbook.

2 - Tool Safety

● All tools are kept in a waterproof lockable box and in a locked area when not in use.

● Children will be taught the ‘tool talk’ - how to handle the tools, how to pick them up,

walk with them and use them in a manner that is safe both for themselves, and

others.

with, use and put away safely. They will also be taught the ‘down tools’ command

when working in a group (this means putting the tool down when approached by
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someone who wants to talk to you, and/or comes into your ‘blood bubble’, see

below.

● The use of tools needs to be adapted to the age and ability of the learner.

● Staff will ensure safe working distances between the children. This is a minimum of

an arm and tool’s length away from each other, sometimes described as the ‘blood

bubble’.

● All the tools will be counted at the end of each session by the Forest School Leader
to ensure they have all been returned.

● Staff ratios for tool use will be 1:1 or 1:2 for young, inexperienced or children with
specific needs. Ratios with older children or adults will be adjusted according to age
and level of experience.

● Prior to each session the Forest School Leader will ensure that the tools are in safe

working condition, and will remove any tools that are broken or need mending or

sharpening.

3 - Tool Maintenance

● Knives, hooks and saws need to be sharpened regularly and can be lightly oiled to

keep away moisture, The Forest SchoolLeader will be responsible for the

maintenance of all tools].

● Children and parents/carers can be taught how to sharpen and clean some tools

safely using for example sandpaper or sharpening stones. This will be taught by a

qualified Forest School leader.

● Rope and cord need to always be stored and used safely to minimise accidents to

both children and wildlife.

● Any tools damaged or broken will be removed from use, and either fixed or disposed

of safely by the Forest School leader. If a tool is damaged during a session it will

immediately be given to the Forest School leader who will remove it from use.

For guidance on tool use visit the HARE Forest School Handbook.
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This policy was adopted by: HARE Forest School CIC Date: 16/02/2023

To be reviewed: 16/02/2024 Signed: S O’Sullivan (Forest School

leader)
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